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Webster's federalism had one significant
expression in the preliminary measures
which led to the Hartford Conven tion. In
January, 1814, Judge Joseph Lyman, of
Northampton, wrote to him at Amherst,
where he was then living, and proposed a
meeting of the most discreet and intelligent
inhabitants of the county of Hampshire, for
the purpose of a free and dispassionate dis-
cussion respecting public concerns. A meet-
ing was held in Northampton, January 19th,
at which "Webster proposed that the several
towns in the vicinity should call a conven-
tion of delegates from the legislatures of
the Northern States, to agree upon and urge
certain amendments to the Constitution for
the restoration of the equilibrium between
the North and the South. He and two
others were appointed to draft a circular
letter, and this circular, written by Web-
ster, was sent out under Judge Lyrnan's
name. In consequence of the appeal, a
number of towns sent petitions to the Gen-
eral Court of Massachusetts asking for such
a convention. It was not judged expedient
to call one at that session; but in October
of the same year Harrison Gray Otis reintro-